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to walk out of darkness. To swim on to the shore
is to move out of water. To wake up is to escape the
dream. Thus, all true religions can be called either
as the Religion of Attachment or as the Religion of
Detachment, according to the emphasis that has been
laid by the Master in the Bible !

H ^ II

Yasminn idam vidkitsanti mrtyo,
yat samparaye mahati bruhi nas tat;
Yo'yam varo gudham anupravisto,
Na anyam tasman Nachiketa vrnite.
(29) "O Death ! tell us that in which men have this
doubt, and which is about the great passing beyond.
Nachiketas does not choose any other boon but that
(concerning the Soul) of which the Knowledge is hidden."
(Thus ends the First Valli of the First Chapter)
The opening section of the first chapter is rounded
off with a firm and determined demand of the disciple.
No temptation was big enough to entice away the
aspirations of Nachiketas into the deluding charms of
the brittle sense-objects and their glittering joys.
This Valli (Section) not only gives a dramatic
setting for the whole Upanishad^ but at the same time
it leaves upon the minds of the readers an unforget-
table picture of the adorable spirit and the burning
thirst in the young Brahmin boy. He is not only dis-
in intellect but he has a godly share of